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Washington Farmland Trust protects and stewards threatened farmland across the state, keeping land in production by making
it accessible to future generations of farmers. Our stewardship program recognizes that simply protecting farmland from future
development is not enough to ensure that it remains healthy and productive into the future. After all, healthy farms invest in
our soil, water, and habitat – creating resiliency in the face of a changing climate. Productive farmland feeds communities,
builds economies, and provides a livelihood for farmers.
That’s why we launched Advancing Farm Sustainability in 2016, a grant program that supports farmers of conserved land in their
adoption of new approaches to sustainable land management. The purpose of the program is to provide the financial support
our tenants and landowners need to protect and steward the natural resources on their farms. Rather than imposing a one-sizefits-all approach, we trust farmers to determine the projects and strategies that are best suited for their individual farms and
businesses. We work side by side with farmers to create a shared vision for healthy, productive farmland across Washington.

Program Criteria
Washington Farmland Trust’s stewardship priorities are focused on the protection
and enhancement of natural resources that serve as the backbone of productive
farmland. Core to this effort are the soils and water critical to current and future
agricultural production, as well as on-farm and adjacent habitat and biodiversity
that help our region thrive. As we learn more about the threats posed by a
changing climate, we continue to prioritize emerging strategies and practices that
mitigate impacts and promote long-term resiliency.
Applicants must be farmers that own or lease property conserved by WFT, and all
projects must benefit the conserved land. Projects must be carried out in accordance
with applicable law and meet all local, county, state, and federal regulations.

Eligible projects often have
multiple benefits to farmland
and the surrounding ecosystem,
but must be focused on at least
one of the following goals:
• Healthy and productive soils
• Clean and abundant water
• Biodiversity and thriving
habitat
• Resilience in the face of a
changing climate
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Program Details
Applicants may request up to 100% of the project’s cost, but are
encouraged to use the program as a match for larger initiatives or other
funding programs. Funding is available on a reimbursable basis only, and
cannot be used for purchases made before a grant contract is signed.
Grantees must submit records and receipts, along with documentation of
the project completion, prior to payment. There is no lifetime maximum on
the number of projects a grantee can submit to the program, however the
grantee must complete and receive reimbursement for a funded project
before a new application will be considered. WFT may be able to offer
assistance in designing a successful project, securing additional cost-share
funding, or recruiting volunteers to support project implementation.

Selection Process & Considerations
The Advancing Farm Sustainability program is a competitive grant program
and not all applications will receive funding. Eligible applications are
selected for funding by a ranking committee at Washington Farmland Trust
with guidance from technical staff at Conservation Districts, Extension, and/
or the USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service. Projects are ranked
and selected based on the following considerations:

The following are just a few potential
project ideas that could be funded by the
Advancing Farm Sustainability program:
• Winter or summer cover crop practices
• Pollinator hedgerow planting or
maintenance
• Soil building amendments
• Manual cultivation that limits the use of
herbicides
• Pest trap installation that limits the use
of pesticides
• Irrigation system upgrades for improved
water conservation
• Livestock fencing to facilitate rotational
grazing
• Climate resiliency or natural resource
planning efforts

• Alignment with Washington Farmland Trust’s stewardship principles
• Likelihood of project success
• Scope and scale of natural resource impact
• Length and persistence of benefit
• Change from status quo

To apply or learn more contact Rusty
Milholland, Farmland Stewardship Manager
at rmilholland@wafarmlandtrust.org. We
accept applications each winter.

